
SSL Certificates – Is Your Website Secure? 
 
You’ve probably noticed that some website URLs start with http while others begin with 
https. This stand for secure encryption, which can only be guaranteed with an SSL 
certificate. It's common among sites that require users to hand over sensitive information 
such as credit card information, home addresses, and financial data. 
 

Even if you haven’t noticed it before, it’s likely your website visitors have. Even a novice web user these days knows 
online fraud is on the rise and with it, it’s more important than ever to be able to determine whether they are using a 
website with a secured web connection (SSL) or not. 
 

The eCommerce world has many data breaches, and they’re rapidly growing. Every website owner should think 
about bolstering their site security. Without SSL, your site visitors and customers are at higher risk of being having 
their data stolen. Your site security is also at risk without encryption. SSL protects website from phishing scams, 
data breaches, and many other threats. Ultimately, It builds a secure environment for both visitors and site owners. 
 

People treat non-https sites that ask for personal information with caution and so does Google. The search engine is 
so determined to protect users from insecure websites, it’s taking whether or not a site has an SSL certificate into 
consideration. For anyone hoping to make money online, this should be reason enough to get one. 
 

You might still be on the fence about adding SSL to your website. Does my site really need it? Is it necessary? And 
finally, which certificate do I need? Keep reading for answers. 
 

Is SSL Necessary? 

Let's start with the basics: What is SSL? An SSL certificate encrypts the data that goes from a user’s computer to 
the target website and back. Every time a user enters information into your site, SSL makes sure it can securely 
travel from their browser to your web server. 
 

What does this mean for website owners? Websites communicate with their customers to share information, and so 
that they can buy products or services safely with you online. Without getting overly technical, adding an SSL 
certificate creates a safe connection for those kinds of activities. The most important thing to grasp about SSL is that 
anything that needs to be secure online should under the protective umbrella of an SSL certificate. 
  

You might have gone to some lengths to bolster your site security but without SSL, it's unlikely to be enough. 
Websites are free to operate online without an SSL certificate, but you must ask yourself whether you want to take 
the chance that yours is susceptible to hacking? Probably not. 
 

It was once sufficient to depend solely on basic antivirus software and firewalls for the protection of your business 
and home computer. That’s no longer the case; today’s users are bombarded with malware. Securing customer trust 
and confidence should be up there with the most critical factors to consider for anyone operating a business online. 
 

Consider the motivation behind any external party getting hold of your visitor’s data. Their intention won't be good; 
it's most likely their purpose is to manipulate the information or use it for identity theft. As such, the onus is on the 
website, or online business to take active steps to counter these measures, in a effort to look after these customers. 
In doing so, you’re ensuring continual confidence in the use of your web services, higher customer retention and, 
more importantly, the reduction of data theft. 
 

To sum up, an SSL certificate is more than protect your transactions and your customers’ private information. It will 
also help to build trust between you and your customer base all the while making your business more reputable. 
 

SSL Encryption Offers the Following Advantages 

• High encryption levels of up to 256-bit to protect user’s sensitive information. 

• Provides strong encryption to protect the users’ information from phishing scams & attacks. 
• Protects websites from attack, reducing the risk of hacking, eavesdropping and man-in-the-middle attacks. 
• Can provide a positive influence in Google’s evaluation of your website. 
• Establishes a safe shopping experience - It’s necessary for websites accepting payments. 
• Proves your business authentication and increase your brand reputation by validating your Business from 

Trusted Certificate Authority (CA) 
• Displays Green Address Bar along with Organization Name (Only for EV SSL). 



 

 
Enhance user’s trust & confidence while increasing your organization’s profits - Users trust the website with the 
‘secure connection’ sign. 
  

Finally, SSL saves you money. Think about it, a security breach is a legal problem, and any customer data 
compromised as a result of one could result in substantial legal repercussions for the company. Employing 
preventive measures will save a lot of financial issues such as these in the long run. 
  

Adding SSL to not compromise on maintaining web security both to protect your customers and also the welfare of 
your business. 
 

Is SSL Required for my Site? 
If you're not sure whether your site has SSL, you can easily find out by checking the URL of the site. If it starts with 
HTTP, you aren't secure, and if it begins with HTTPS, then your website has an SSL certificate. Some internet 
browsers have begun publicly shaming sites without SSL. Different browsers have imposed different indicators of 
whether a site is secure. For example, Google Chrome will signal the site is ‘not-secure’ in the browser bar while 
Firefox will label them ‘non-secure’. 
 

You might want to think about adding an SSL certificate to your website is if any of your pages are password 
protected. This especially includes WordPress or other database-driven sites with a login page for the administrator. 
Anyone with access to this login can modify your pages or take your entire site down. 
 

Today, an e-commerce world has many online data breaches, and they are rapidly growing over the internet, so 
every website owner must have an SSL Certificate to encrypt user’s information & keep them safe and secure on 
the internet. 
 

To summarize, these are the reasons your website needs SSL: 
• If your site has a login, you need SSL to secure usernames and passwords. 
• If you are using forms that ask for sensitive customer information, you need SSL to stop your customer data 

from being appropriated by hackers. 
• If you're an ecommerce site, you may need an SSL certificate. 

 

Do I Have Logins to Secure? 

 

Not everyone collects money online. Some websites collect information. This could be anything from newsletter 
subscription forms to subscription to a newsletter. If your site has forms that ask for even the most basic information, 
such as name, phone number, email address and home address, you should be using SSL. 
 

Any site with forms asking for user information should make sure their web forms are secure. Without an SSL 
certificate, these forms can be intercepted, easily. Technically, whenever a user inputs data in different fields in your 
website that information directly goes to a server or stored elsewhere. This way of exchanging information is easy 
for even beginner hackers to intercept. 
 

Chances are your clients would not want that information leaked and will avoid using your services if there’s a 
chance this could happen. Not having SSL on your site could impact on sales and subscriptions due to visitors not 
filling out forms on unsecured pages. If you have SSL Certificate installed, you became a trusted owner of your user 
information and securing them. 
 

Do I Use Forms with Sensitive Customer Information? 

 

If your site has a way users can log in with a username and password, then you should think about using an SSL 
Certificate on your login page. Without it, their passwords are transmitted in plain text and could be intercepted by 
hackers anywhere along the journey from their computer to where your website server is located. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Do You Have an E-commerce Site That Stores Credit Card Information? 

 

Credit cards and social security numbers are two of the most notable types of sensitive data that need an SSL 
certificate. It's unlikely anyone would want to put their customers at risk of having their credit card information stolen 
while using your site? 

 

E-commerce sites may need an SSL certificate. If you are or plan on accepting major credit cards online, you need 
a merchant account - most of them require you to use an SSL certificate. If the eCommerce website has no SSL, 
visitors may abandon the shopping cart and as a result, sales will suffer. 
  

Not every e-commerce site needs SSL 

 

Some websites use e-commerce shopping cart tools that come with their secure payment system. In these cases, a 
third party handles the credit cards or provides another method of paying online. If you use a third-party payment 
gateway and the sensitive data is processed at the gateway's website, then you don't need SSL. 
 

Let's use Paypal as an example. When a customer buys items from your website, and you send them to a site like 
Paypal, PayPal processes the payments. PayPal has the SSL certificate so it can safely contact the bank and 
finishes the transaction on your behalf. For this kind of e-commerce, because your website is not capturing sensitive 
data, you do not need an SSL certificate. 
 
What if I None of the Above Apply to Me? 

 

There are other reasons, however, to add an SSL. If your website doesn’t collect sensitive data, like credit cards or 
social security numbers, you may not have needed an SSL certificate in the past. However, with the new browser 
notifications, it’s now essential to ensure every website has an SSL certificate and is loaded via HTTPS. 
 

Which SSL Should I Use? 
 

There are different ways to show visitors that your site is secure. There are certificates to let your site visitors see 
the SSL belongs to a verified organization whereas basic versions simply show HTTPS in your web address. 
 

Different websites have different requirements for the type of SSL they need. The one appropriate for your domain 
depends on a few factors. To evaluate your needs against the different types of SSL certificates, ask yourself the 
following questions: 
 

My Website Isn’t Secure. What Should I Do Next? 
 
If you are running an E-commerce, online services, or some other business where your users have to put their 
credentials, SSL Certificate is a must for you. However, if you are running a small blog or magazine website you 
also need SSL Certificate. Since Google officially announced that security of your site is also a ranking factor, all 
websites should take note. 
 

Many legitimate certificate authorities and hosting providers offer SSL certificates. To get your SSL certificate, you 
just need to verify your domain name and business ownership, and it's as simple as that. SSL Certificates are 
available for free, and there are premium versions available now for a decent price. Anyone can get SSL certificate 
easily to  
 

 
 

 


